THE  DANTZIC  EPISODE

in 1862 it was already plainly apparent to me in the dejected
frame of mind in which the King returned from his wife's
birthday f gte at Baden.1 The party of progress, then daily
anticipating a victorious termination to its struggle with
prerogative, availed itself of the opportunities which the
press and individual leaders of opinion afforded to place
the situation in the light best calculated to influence
female minds.

In August the Crown Prince paid me a visit at
Gastein. There, less under the sway of English influ-
ences, he spoke of his conduct like one conscious of a
native want of independence, and full of veneration for his
father. Modestly and gracefully, he traced his error to
its source in his imperfect political training and aloofness
from affairs; in short, he used the unreserved language of
one who sees that he has done wrong and seeks to excuse
himself on the score of the influences under which he had
lain. In September, after we had returned to Berlin, the
King with me by Baden, the Crown Prince direct from
Gastein, the influences and apprehensions which had dic-
tated his action in June regained the upper hand. On the
day following the dissolution of the House of Representa-
tives, he wrote me:            *

* Berlin, 3/9/63-

' I have to-day imparted to his Majesty the views
which I detailed to you in my letter from Putbus [more
accurately Stettin] and which I begged you not to disclose
to the King until I had so done. A momentous decision

1 See above, p. 314.
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